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info@calusalandtrust.org 

2011 Annual Meeting 
SUNDAY January 16 

1:00pm  Fritts Park 
Join us for reports, Board 

Elections and Lunch 

2011 Annual Meeting 
by CLT Board          995.1615 
 

M ark your calendar. The Calusa Land Trustõs 
Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 

16th, 2011 at Fritts Park at 1: 00 PM.  The park is located 
five miles north of Pine Island Center.  Turn left onto 
Beach Daisy Lane just south of the Pink Citrus Trailer 
Park.  Bring a neighbor or friend.  Hope to see you 
there. 
 

In addition to committee reports we will hold  
elections for the Board of Directors.  Standing for 
reelection to two year terms are  Ed Chapin, Joan 
Culver, Sonja J. ôSonnyõ Koutsoutis, Judy Ott, Phil 
Rosenberg, Ron Wesorick, and Donna Venesky.   
 

Bob Hill moved out of the area and resigned his  
position earlier in the year.  Joan Rosenberg has been 
nominated to fill this vacancy.  Joan is the wife of Phil 
Rosenberg and a long time CLT member and 
supporter.  She has attended most Board meetings this 
year and is ready to hit the ground running.  
 

A great lunch will be served and donations will be  
accepted and appreciated.  This is a good time to meet 
new members and say hi to those you know.  
 

In case of rain look for signs at the Center and Fritts 
Park directing you to  Fishers of Men Lutheran Church.   
The Church is located just south of the 4-way stop on 
the east side of Stringfellow Road. 

Acquisition News  
by Harold Bruner   464.2436 
 

Inman Preserve of 54.2 Acres Acquired by 
Bargain Sale / Purchase 
 

T he latest CLT acquisition comes via the some-
what unusual approach of a bargain sale and 

purchase.  This technique is seldom used but can 
have great benefits for both the seller and for us, the 
buyer. John G. and Teresa Inman are residents of 
Saint James City. Their son, also named John, has a 
business which involves the purchase and resale of 
property.  All of the Inmans appreciate the mission 
of the CLT with respect to the acquisition and  
preservation of environmentally sensitive lands. 
When they had the opportunity to purchase this 
land they in turn offered it to us at less than 40% of 
the latest assessed value. 
 

County records show the west parcel as all 
mangrove wetlands.  The larger east parcel has eight 
acres of uplands with the balance in wetlands.  Most 
of the north boundary of the east parcel is a canal.  A 
small bay separates most of the east from the west 
piece. Although it does not show clearly on the 
photo, you can paddle a kayak through a mangrove 
tunnel at the south tip of the bay that separates the 
two parcels. The west parcel faces the open waters 
of The Sound almost directly east of Redfish Pass. 



A group of CLT board members launched in  
Flamingo Bay and paddled the entire perimeter of 
both parcels.  It is an interesting paddle but there are 
no public sites nearby from which to launch.  

 
Further exploration of the 
property is needed. The 
photo shows what appears 
to be a rather open area in 
the heart of the west par-
cel. This could be the result of a mangrove die-off 
but we donõt know that for sure. On the south side 
of the canal there are quite a few Australian pines 
that should be removed. They are growing on 
higher ground created when spoil from the canal 
dredging was deposited on the site. Only a small 
number of scattered Australian pines are found 
along the perimeter of the west piece. 
 
The Inmans have also agreed to serve as rangers for 
this preserve. This is an unofficial title the CLT gives 
to people who are willing to look after a specific  

preserve. In this case it would be a big help to have 
someone pick up the occasional trash that may wash 
ashore, and generally keep watch over the property 
for any unusual activity.  
 
This is the largest preserve the CLT has been able to 
purchase in many years. Thanks once again to the 
Inmans for their willingness to enter into this  
bargain sale / purchase arrangement. If you would 
like to know more about this technique please con-
tact us via the CLT website or any board member. 
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Ranger Ed and President Brian 

paddle the Western shore of the 

new Inman Preserve. 

Aerial view of the new Inman Preserve 

John Inman idles his boat along the canal 
bordering the north side of the preserve.  



Dedication of the Flanagan Preserve, a 7+ Acre 
Donation on Upper Captiva 
 

In the last newsletter I described this  new Preserve 
donated to the CLT by the Eric M. Flanagan family.  
On November November 23 we had an onsite 
dedication.  The donor, Eric Flanagan, and his 
daughter, Ruby, were there along with Gary Walker 
of Islander Realty.  Gary is the person who 
suggested to Eric that he donate the site to us. Those 
attending from the CLT Board were Ron, Donna, 
Sonny, Brenda and me.  Don McCumber carved a 
great sign and came along to help set it.  
 
Kevin Lollar gave us an excellent writeup in the 
Fort Myers News-Press.  Here is his article 
reprinted with permission:  
 
The south end of North Captiva is home to a new 7.7-
acre waterfront preserve. 
Eric Flanagan, owner of Flanagan Wines in Sonoma 
County, Calif., donated 11 contiguous lots to the 
Calusa Land Trust to create the preserve ð the lots 
are assessed at $224,619. 
 

Ten of the lots are predominantly mangrove wetlands 
bordering on the Gulf of Mexico and Pine Island 
Sound; the other lot is on the Gulf side. 
ñEverything south of there is houses: The donation is 
the lots beyond the last house,ò said Harold Bruner, 
land trust acquisition chairman. ñInstead of more 
houses, this land will be preserved forever.  

óPerpetuityô is the word.ò   
 

Its southern boundary lying about 500 yard north of 
Redfish Pass, the preserve will be open to the 
public. 
 

ñThere used to be a trail running north and south 
down the middle of that area, so one thing we want to 
do is search that out and reopen it so people can 
walk through the vegetation,ò Bruner said. ñWeôd also 
like to develop canoe and kayak access on the back 
side. The state has rules about trimming mangroves, 
so we have to be careful about that.ò 
 
The Calusa Land Trust is a nonprofit organization 
whose goal is to acquire, manage and preserve envi-
ronmentally sensitive and historically important land 
in the Pine Island area. 
 

Including the new preserve, the land trust owns more 
than 1,200 acres assessed at more than $2 million. 
 

Among the land trustôs holdings on Pine Island are St. 
James Creek Preserve (425 acres) Big Jim Creek 

Preserve (325 acres) and Back Bay Preserve (186 
acres). 
 

Flanagan bought the North Captiva lots in 1994 with 
the idea of developing part of the property and selling 
the rest. 
 

ñIôve been a member of the land trust for 14 or 15 
years, and in 1996, I was interested in seeing if we 
could get something going with North Captiva like 
theyôre doing on Pine Island,ò said Flanagan, who 
owns other property on the island. ñIôve always been 
a fan of preservation, and I have so many other 
things going on that I donôt have time to develop that 
property. So I felt like a great solution was for those 
guys to have it.ò 
 

In honor of Flanaganôs father, the land trustôs newest 
acquisition has been named the Richard M. Flanagan 
Preserve. 
ñIf you live somewhere, you moved there because 
you liked the character,ò Flanagan said. ñIf you want 
to keep the character that attracted you, it makes 
sense to preserve land. 
ñMy dad is 82 and has Parkinsonôs. Itôs sure nice to 
name the preserve after him and show him pictures 
of the site.ò 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Memorilas 

3 

Flanagan 
Dedication  
- Eric 
Flanagan 
and his 
daughter 
Ruby 
admire the 
new sign. 

CLT Volunteers at the Flanagan 
Preserve dedication. 



Fund Raising 
by Ron Wesorick   283.7249 
 

Great Calusa Duck Race 
 

P lanning  is underway for our Great Calusa Duck 
Race upcoming on Sunday March 5.  One of the 

keys to our success in previous years has been the 
generous donation of prizes for the race and the 
auction.  We are asking all Calusa Land Trust mem-
bers who are craftsmen, artists, or business owners to 
consider donating an article for this great event. 
Nothing is too large or too small.  We especially 
would like items which would be of interest to men, 
such as tools, fishing tackle, sporting goods, marine 
items, gift certificates, etc. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, call Pink Wesorick at  
239.283.7249 or e-mail  wesorick@umich.edu  . 
 
 

Boy Scouts Build Benches 
 
 

E veryone who has walked the 
Saint Jude trail knows how nice 

it is to see (and rest upon)  the 
Benches along the trail.  We have 
been in need of more benches for a 
long time.  Our solution has come 
from the local Boy Scouts.   
 
Cameron Swartz is a Boy Socut and member of 
Troop 20 of Pine Island.  While working toward his 
Eagle Scout he decided a to help the Calusa Land 
Trust.  Cameron, his dad Scott Swartz and several 
other fathers and scouts met at the Saint Jude Trail.  
Using materials provided by the CLT they built 3 
beautiful benches.  Two of the benches are right at 
the trailhead and one more is down the trail a ways.   
 
With the addition of these benches, there are more 
opportunities to carve names along the trail. For a $50 

donation, we will carve your requested name on a 
plank to be installed along the trail or on a bench. For 
a $200 donation, you can have the top board carved 
on a bench naming it as your memorial.  For a $500 
donation you can have the entire bench as your  
memorial carved to your specifications.  
 
A big thanks to Cameron and his Scout friends and 
family for thinking of the Calusa Land Trust.   
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Mark your calendar  
March 5th. 

This is our biggest fund raiser  
of the year. Dads and Scouts resting on a newly built bench. 

New benches at Trailhead Vista. 

The Annual Poker 
Run saw boats, 
bicycles, walkers 
and kayakers all 
trying for the best 
hand.  In the photo 
Bruce Anderson 
and Don McCumber 
paddle up to Barry 
and Anne August at  
Station #1 in Long 
Cut.  They did not 
win!  



Ranger's Report      
by Ed Chapin - Beeper     392.0090 
 

T he November 13th work party to Cayo Pelau 
saw a hardworking crew of eight volunteer 

rangers.  This was a boat trip across Charlotte 
Harbor, from Bokeelia.  It is about a 12 mile round 
trip.   We had two motorboats and one sailing 
catamaran .  We worked a good three hours on 
invasive Australian Pine and Brazilian Pepper.   We 
also picked up trash which 
we found in much less 
amount than in previous 
years.   We will have many 
more years of invasive exotic 
control at this site. 
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More From 
20 Years Ago 

This is from the CLTôs first ever 

Newsletter in the Summer of 1990 
 

Written by Alison Ackerman 
 

Lifetime Memberships Awarded to Original Founders 
 

In 1976, the Calusa Land 'l'rust was created by a small 
qroup of Pine Islanders who wanted to preserve part of 

a mangrove island in its natural state forever.  They 

knew about various types of land trusts but learned 
that no such organization existed in this area.  After 

much research and even a trip to Pennsylvania to meet 

with other  land trusts organizers from around the 
nation, they finally sent off applications to Tallahassee 

and Washington for approval. 

 

It all started when Fred and Diane Johnson bought a 
mangrove island with some high ground on Charlotte 

Harbor near Bokeelia.  They wanted to live 

there with other people who shared their interests in 
alternative sources of energy and land preservation. 

Soon, Bill Spikowski and Alison Ackerman jolned 

their efforts and together they embarked upon many 
adventures, not the least of which was the creation of 

Calusa Land Trust.  When the application was 

approved, they immediately donated their interest in 

about 40 acres of the island to the Trust. So began the 
orqanization to which we all belong. 

 

Fred and Diane have since moved away from Bokeelia 
but the Board of Directors recently voted to award 

them lifetime memberships as a small way of saying a 

big thank you for all their forsight and hard work. 

Volunteers Needed  
 

The Merchandise Committee is looking for a 
few volunteer sewing ladies for a new  
project that needs finishing up.   Patterns are 
already cut for colorful, stretch & sew 3/4 
sleeve shirts.  A couple of hours on a single 
work day should do it.   

Call Gloria Andrews at 283-5020. 

Rummage Sale 
 

Hang on to your hats and anything else you no 
longer need.  Our annual rummage sale is 
coming soon and we would love your donations.  
The date has been set for Saturday, January 22 
the weekend after our annual meeting.  As 
before, please bring your bags and boxes to Fritts 
Park after 12:00 noon, on Friday, the 21st , and 
CLT volunteers will be there to receive them. We 
would also love some help on Friday and or  
Saturday to sort, tag, and sell.  Give Alison 
Ackerman a call (851-3176), so she can organize 
this event.  Whether you donate a few items or a 
couple of hours, thank you in advance for  
helping out.  It's always a profitable, not to  
mention fun, couple of days.  

Above: Ed and Brenda unload the boat. 
Below: Lunch break on Cayo Pelau. 
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Work PartiesñEveryone Welcome 
They are on the first Saturday of each month except August. 

9:00am to Noon  We need your help. 

 
Saturday, January    8    Fritts Park  Tent set up and site prep 9 -  Noon  
Sunday,   January   16   Fritts Park  Annual Meeting set up 10 -  Noon  
Friday,    January   21   Fritts Park  Drop-off for Rummage Sale Items  Noon till Dark  
Saturday, January   22  Fritts Park  Rummage Sale   8 am till 2 
Saturday, February 12  Fritts Park/Big Jim Creek &                9 - Noon  

    Calusa Canal 
Saturday, March 12    St. James Creek Preserve &   9 - Noon 
    Dobbs Preserve 
Saturday, April 9        Back Bay & Baxley Preserves  9 - Noon 
Saturday,  May 14      Pine Island Flatwoods & Dobbs Preserves 9 - Noon     
Saturday,  June 11      Flanagan Preserve, Captiva  9 - Noon  

 

Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventures 
 
Sunday,    January 30     Big Jim Creek,  Bokeelia           Noon - 3 
Saturday,  February 26,   Long Cut, York &, Coconut Islands St. James City     Noon - 3   
Sunday,   March 271    The New Inman Property  St. James City        Noonñ3 
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_____ $ 15 Individual Member  _____ $100 Contributor 
_____ $ 25 Family Member  _____ $500 Patron 
_____ $ 50 Donor   _____ $1000 Benefactor 
 
_____ $ 50 PlunkïaïPlank 
(fill in lettering) ________________________ 

 

CREDIT CARD #:   Visa or MasterCard only  
EXPIRES: _________/____________ 
 

Your Name: _______________________________________  
Sponsor: __________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  _________________________________________________ 
Phone: __________________  Alt Phone ______________________ 
Second Address: ________________________________________________ 
Second City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________ 
E-mail address __________________________________________________ 

December 2010 

"A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-

800-435-7352 TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE." 

  Full financial details, including federal tax returns, can be obtained by contacting the Land Trustôs treasurer at (239) 334-8866 during working 

hours.  Federal Employer Identification Number: 59-1782265.  The Calusa Land Trust is an exempt Organization under section 501(c)(3) of the 

IRS code.   Florida Dept of Agriculture & Consumer Services registration number CH3439. No portion of donations received by the Trust is paid 

to any professional solicitor. 100% of all donations are received by the Trust. 

How do you want to 
receive your  
Newsletter? 

 

US Mail 
      E-Mail 
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Calusa Land Trust & Nature Preserve 
of Pine Island, Inc. 
P.O. Box 216 
Bokeelia, Florida 33922 
 

Upcoming Work Partiesñ2011 
Mark your CalendarñPlan to Attend 

Saturday January 8 th  2011 - 9 till Noon  

We will be setting up the tent at Fritts Park. 

Itôs that time of the year again! 
The Annual Meeting is on Sunday January 16th and  
The Rummage Sale is on Saturday January 22th. 

 

Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventure Tours 
Schedule is on page 7 

 
For more information including where to meet  

contact Ranger Ed Chapin by calling his pager 392-0090 or  
check the Web Site  www.calusalandtrust.org 

E-Mail: ecalusaed@calusalandtrust.org 
 

Yellow  
Address  

Label? Time  
to Renew.  


