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òFreedom from Earleaf Acaciaó 

Fund Raising  
by Ron Wesorick   283.7249 
 

The  Great Calusa Poker Run 
 

M ark your calendars now - - - itõs never too 
early to plan. The annual Great Calusa Poker 
Run will be held Sunday December 5th, 2010.  

Following last yearõs format, you can draw your 
lucky poker hands at seven stations accessible by 
boat or land.  
  

Everyone young or old can boat, bike, kayak, walk, 
run, or ride golf carts  to enjoy the day and have a 
chance to win a nice prize.  As before, we will finish  
at Woodyõs Waterside to eat, drink, and socialize 
while waiting for the winning poker hand to be  
determined.  Tickets will go on sale in October.  For 
more information, call Pink or Ron Wesorick at  
239-283-7249. 
 

Plunk -a-Plank 
 

Everyone who has walked the St Jude trail knows 
how nice it is to see (and rest upon)  the Memorial 
Benches along the trail.  We have been in need of 
more benches for a long time.  Our solution has come 
from the local Boy Scouts.  In the next few months, 
Cameron Swartz, with help from his fellow scouts, 
will build and install 6 new benches along   the trail as 

his Eagle project.  Achieving the rank of Eagle Scout 
requires many years of hard work and concludes 
with  a community project such as this.  We are very 
grateful to Cameron for thinking of us and the many 
people who walk the trail.  
 

With the addition of these benches, there are more 
opportunities to install memorial planks along the 
trail. For a $50 donation, we will carve your  
requested name on a plank to be installed along the 
trail or on a bench. For a $200 donation, you can have 
the top board carved on a bench naming it as your 
memorial.  For a $500 donation you can have the 
whole bench as your memorial carved to your  
 specifications. 
 

The Great Calusa Duck Race 
 

Planning  has already started for our annual Duck 
Race next March 5.  One of the keys to our success in 
previous years has been the generous donation of 
prizes for the race and the auction.  We are asking all 
Calusa Land Trust members who are craftsmen,  
artists, or business owners to consider donating an 
article for this great event. Nothing is too large or too 
small.  We especially would like items which would 
be of interest to men, such as tools, fishing tackle, 
sporting goods, marine items, gift certificates, etc. 
 

For more information, call Pink Wesorick at  
239.283.7249 or e-mail  wesorick@umich.edu  . 



 

4th of July Parade 
by Brenda Anderson  283.1878 
 

C LT joins  
Pine Islandõs 
Independ-

ence Day Parade  
 
òFreedom from the 
EarLeaf Acaciaó was 
the theme for this 
yearõs CLT float in 
Pine 
Islandõs Independence Day Parade.  The CLT 
banner was carried by two strong supporters, 
followed by a group of marchers bearing  
various implements including chain saws,  
loppers, and saws.  The marchers occasionally 
paused to perform spontaneous routines 
(somewhat in unison...) Next came the float 
carrying two CLTõers tossing candy to the 
cheering crowd.  The float was decorated in red, 
white and blue, bursting out all over with  
ear-leaf acacia. Flyers were handed out describ-
ing the islandõs newest invasive and 
undesirable plant. It was great fun!  
 
If youõd like to participate in next yearõs 
celebration, we can 
always use help 
decorating the float 
the night before the 
parade. You can also 
join the CLT march-
ers ð no experience 
necessary ð BYO 
implement ð or ride 
on the float. Itõs all 
really a hoot! 
 
Check page 6 of this 
newsletter for more 
information about Earleaf Acacia.  

Treasures of the Trails  
by Judy Ott    283.1876 
 

Poison Ivy in St. James Creek Preserve 
 

W 
ho would think of Poison Ivy as a Treas-
ure of the Trails?  This Florida 
native is a tasty food for many of our 

preserve animals: rabbits, deer and insects eat 
the leaves and stems and downy woodpeckers 
and crows eat the berries.  You'll often find this 
shiny green plant 
growing along the 
ground and up 
trees when you 
visit the CLT  
preserves.   
 

Poison Ivy is 
related to sumac, 
cashews and man-
gos.  There are several 
subspecies, but ours, Toxicodendron radicans, is 
common along the Atlantic coast of the U.S.  It 
grows as a ground cover, vine and shrub with 3 
leaves, hairy woody stems, tiny green and 

yellow flowers in spring, small pale yellow 
pumpkin -shaped seeds in summer and red 
leaves in fall.  It is easily distinguished from  
Virginia Creeper, which has 5 leaves in a 
palmate pattern.  The irritating thing about  
Poison Ivy is its active ingredient called  
urushiol, which is found in all parts of the plant, 
but especially the sap.   While the urushiol 
serves the plant as a natural defense against 
herbivores, many nature enthusiasts have 
commonly discovered their sensitivity to it, 
which can, to varying degrees, cause a red, itchy 
rash.  The severity of allergic reactions varies 
between people and may require a simple 
scrubbing with Pine Tar soap or a trip to the 
doctor's office. 
 

As you enjoy our many Treasures of the Trails, 
keep an eye out for this ubiquitous member of 
our subtropical ecosystem.  
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Memorilas 

Ranger's Report      
by Ed Chapin - Beeper     392.0090 
 

Work Party Schedule 2010  
On the Back Page 

Everyone Welcome 

A  gremlin crept into the April  
Newsletter where it was reported that  
some pine trees were planted  in 

September in the Pine 
Island Flatwoods  Preserve.  
The correct date was March 
24th. 

Work Party Reports  

Saturday April 10 th  ð We 
worked at the Peter 
Ordway Tropical Ham-
mock,  a two-acre, upland 
portion of our Kreie Preserve, in Bokeelia, 
named after Peter Ordway, who negotiated the 
purchase of this important Preserve.   We had a 
good turnout at the work party, maintaining the 
trails and removing invasive exotic plants.  

Saturday May 8th  - We had a very good turnout 
of 14 volunteer Rangers.  We worked on our 
Baxley and Dobbs Preserves in St James City, 
doing the usual trail maintenance and invasive 
exotic control. 

Saturday June 12th  - We worked at the Bud 
House Calusa  Canal Preserve in Bokeelia, again 
enjoying a good turnout for a hot June day.  
Nine volunteer Rangers worked in extreme heat 
on trail maintenance and invasive exotic plant 
control.     

Saturday July 10th  ð We cancelled plans to plant 
new trees because of drought conditions and 
instead  worked at our St. Jude Trail in St. James 
City.   We had a tough group of 8 volunteers 
who endured the summer heat to work on trail 
maintenance and invasive exotic control.    

Upcoming Work Parties  

August is our traditional Work Party  

VACATION month.  I hope everyone has a 
good month off with no bad hurricanes (are 
there any good hurricanes?)  

Saturday Sept 11th ð Longcut, Coconut and 
York Preserves in St. James City.   We will be 
looking for invasive exotics and trash (as well as 
spoonbills and snook).  This is a water trip and 
we will need kayaks/canoes or boats  
depending on the weather.   If you live in St. 
James City, have a boat and can take some 
volunteers out with you please let me 
know.   Watch for an e-mail with more info on 
this work party.  

Saturday Oct. 9th ð Pine Island Flatwoods 
Preserve in St. James City.  As co-managers of 
this Preserve, we will be on the hunt for  
invasive exotic plant materials.  
 

Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventures  
 

Just a heads up that we will be starting up the 
infamous Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventure 
tours in October.  These are guided kayak and 
canoe trips through our Preserves.  We do not 
charge for these òadventuresó but 
enthusiastically encourage donations.  The first 
trip of the new season will be on Sunday, 
October 17th heading out to Fish Eating 

Creek.  This is a fabulous off-island day 
trip.   Fish Eating Creek is a freshwater 
ecosystem through a gorgeous mature cypress 
swamp in Palmdale, Fl.   We usually see a lot of 
wildlife including alligators and always come 
back glad to have had a change of scenery and 
paddling water.   Watch for details in your  
e-mail as we get closer to October.  
 

Saturday Nov. 6th ð We will be visiting our 
beautiful, flagship Calusa Island Preserve at the 
northernmost tip of Pine Island.    Because of 
that dayõs tide, this trip will be Noon to 3 pm. 
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This trip will be part of the Great Calusa  
Blueway Festival held in our local waters from 
October 29 to November 7, 2010.  For more 
information on the Festival please visit  

www.calusabluewaypaddlingfestival.com  
 

The Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventures will 
run from October 2010 through March 
2011.  Watch our website  
www.calusalandtrust.org   for an upcoming list 
of the full seasonõs paddles.  
 

Ranger Edõs Random Mutterings 
 

The slash pines planted at the Pine Island Flat-
woods back in March are doing very well  
because of unseasonably heavy rains in March 
and April. ***   A Bahama  Mockingbird was 
seen and heard in Bokeelia, probably blown in 
by Tropical Storm Bonnie. ***  There have been 
two sightings of a Florida Panther near the Pine 
Island Flatwoods.  These reports come from 

reliable sources. 
 
If anyone wants to get on my mailing list for 
Calusa Land Trust Work Parties and/or for the 
Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventure Tours, just 
send me an e-mail and Iõll be happy to add you 
to our wonderful lists of volunteers and  
paddlers.  Or just beep me at 239-392-0090, enter 
your phone number and Iõll return the call as 
soon as possible. 

            Please note that I can no longer be 
reached at my  AOL e-mail account.   I enjoy 
getting your e -mails and can be contacted at : 
ecalusaed@calusalandtrust.org  . 
 

Please do not underestimate how much your 
volunteer efforts contribute to the ongoing 
stewardship of the Calusa Land Trust  
Preserves.  The oil spill is a lesson on how easily 
our natural resources can be irreversibly 
damaged and also how the hard work of a 
group of volunteers can truly protect and care 

for our priceless lands.  Way to go Volunteers - 
Thank you.  

Calusa Blueway Paddling Festival  
Brenda Anderson                  283.1878 
  
Mark your calendars now for the Great 
Calusa Blueway Paddling Festival.  
 

T he festival is set for Saturday, October 30 

through Sunday, November 7.  On Sat-
urday, October 30, the activities will be 

based at Lovers Key State Park and throughout 
the week events will be held in various Lee 
County locations.  On Saturday & Sunday, No-
vember 6 & 7, numerous events and activities 
will be held on Pine Island.  

 
The Calusa Land Trust will once again sponsor 
a guided paddling trip to Calusa Island in  
Bokeelia on Saturday, November 6.   Bring your 
own canoe or kayak or rent one from one of the 
local outfitters. Since this is also a fund raiser for 
us, a $20 contribution per person is suggested 
for the trip. We always have a big turnout for 
this event and everyone has a great time.  
 
Trip details will be provided in the next  
newsletter and will be available soon on the 
CLT website  www.calusalandtrust.org    and for 
more information on the festival go to  

www.calusabluewaypaddlingfestival.com .  
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A couple of happy 
plank owners  
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More from the 4th of July Parade.   
Our message this year was  
òFreedom from Earleaf Acacia.ó 

The Wish List  
by Judy Ott        283.1876

    
CLT is looking for a shed that 
we can use at Fritts Park to 
store rummage sale items and 

rubber ducks year round.   If 
you have a shed you'd like to 
donate, please contact us via 
email at 
info@calusalandtrust.org  
or call Judy at 283.1876. 

20 Years Ago 
�7�K�L�V���L�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���&�/�7�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W���H�Y�H�U��
Newsletter in the Summer of 1990 

 

Written by Alison Ackerman 

 
AT LAST ! ! !  Here is our long-awaited first 

newsletter!  There is much to report, but first a 

brief look at where we have been. 

 

The Calusa Land Trust was formed in 1976. 

After acquiring two significant parcels of land 

near Pine Island, the Trust became relatively 

inactive for many years.  In March 1989, St. 

James City resident Rick Moore began the effort 

to get it going again. 

 

By January of 1990, we had grown to over 50 

members and had our first annual meeting.  We 

elected a Board of Directors and approved revised 

Articles of Incorporation and new By-Laws.  

Since then, in the span of just a few months, we 

have been able to fulfill one of our most treasured 

goals: to acquire environmentally sensitive land 

for preservation purposes.  Our 

membership is now over 150 

and we are continuing to grow; 

with a response such as this 

who knows what can happen. 

Plunk -a-Plank 
on the St. Jude Trail 
See the application on page 7 
 


